
Assessment at BHGS 



What do we mean by making progress?

Progression is a journey that 
should be viewed holistically.

Learning is never linear, and 
will involve many peaks and 
valleys.

Support, encouragement and 
enthusiasm is essential from 
the outset.

Mistakes are part of learning 
and will happen.  

The plan!

The reality!



How are pupils assessed?

Pupils are assessed in a formative way:  this uses classwork, homework, 
discussion, contributions and interactions in class to help the teacher make a 
judgement on how the pupil is progressing and help them to improve.

At key points in the subject, pupil will also be assessed in a summative way.  This 
includes topic tests, assessments, quizzes, projects, and other formally assessed 
work.

Exam weeks take place in all years apart from year 7.  The dates of these are 
published on the website.



How is feedback given to pupils?

Pupils receive continual feedback in an informal way through help from their 
teacher.  This may be through verbal discussions and advice when the teacher 
circulates around the room, offering support and advice on tasks, or it may be 
marked work in the exercise books or via Google Classroom.

In summative assessments pupils are likely to be given targets.

In exams pupils are given a mark out of a total, a percentage or a score that links 
to their progress indicator (exceptional, good etc)

In all cases pupils will be expected to act on the feedback in order to develop their 
knowledge, understanding and skills.



In Geography and History, for example, 
pupils are given a feedback sheet where 
the criteria they have achieved are 
indicated.

Targets are indicated and pupils develop 
their answers in response.



How is progress measured?

At the end of year 7 pupils are given a target pathway, which is formulated using 
a wide variety of progress measures, including KS2 SATS and CATS tests.

The pathway is an indication of where data suggests pupils may sit grade wise for 
their GCSEs.  

Obviously this is not an exact science, and pathways should be regarded as a 
guide.  

They are set to be ambitious, but every year pupils exceed their targets and 
teachers always teach to maximise ambition.

Pupils are given a progress indicator according to how they are progressing on 
their journey towards their target.  These indicators are defined as:



● ‘exceptional’ if they are consistently working at a level that would be 
above their target pathway expectations for that year, 

● ‘good’ if their work is at target pathway expectations for that year, 
● ‘inconsistent’ if their work is frequently below target pathway 

expectations for that year,
● ‘below’ if their work is usually / regularly below target pathway 

expectations for that year.

These indicators are also used separately to reflect how pupils are 
managing their behaviour, homework and organisation.  These effort 
indicators are also shown on the report.



How is progress reported to you?

You will receive 2 reports each year.

● The first one will contain comments from your child’s teachers, with 
recommendations on what they should do to improve.

● The second report will contain progress indicator information and feedback 
from their form teacher.

● Reports are accessed via the online platform Go4Schools.

You are also invited to attend a consultation evening each year during which you 
can discuss your child’s progress.

Teachers are available by email if you wish to discuss any issues or concerns 
outside of these reporting times.



Moving up to KS4

Pupils study a blend of core and optional GCSEs and BTECS.

Pupils choose their option choices in the spring of Year 9.

The target pathways are then refined to a single target grade for that subject.  
Progress continues to be measured using the indicators, but current and predicted 
grades are added.

These are sent home to you using the reporting system.

Consultation evenings are a good place to discuss your child’s progress and next 
steps.


